To: Hong Kong Chief Executive, Leung Chun-ying
via Hong Kong Post & e-mail 14 May 2014

URGENT: Hong Kong Government Please Legislate a Permanent lvory Sales Ban

We are writing to you on behalf of a global coalition of international and local wildlife conservation and animal welfare
groups, with regards to the continued sales of ivory and ivory products within the Hong Kong Special Administrative

Region. We are calling on the Hong Kong government to enact an urgent, comprehensive and permanent ban on ivory_
sales.

We applaud the government for taking a brave step in January 2014 to commit to the destruction by incineration of 29.6
tonnes of confiscated elephant ivory seized in Hong Kong since 1976. However, we believe that this does not go far
enough, and that more needs to be done to curb demand for ivory and effectively diminish illegal trade and elephant
poaching.

Hong Kong plays a key role in the global ivory trade. The city has been recognized as a major market and transit point
for smuggled ivory by CITES (the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora),
which considers Hong Kong one of nine countries / regions of priority concern. (1)

The current catastrophic poaching crisis, the worst since the 1980s, is causing the killing of tens of thousands of
elephants every year for the illegal ivory trade. Much of this ivory passes through Hong Kong illegally on the way to
mainland China, where demand is surging. This demand is driven in large part by a new class of wealthy individuals,
many of whom travel to Hong Kong as tourists to buy tax free luxury goods — including ivory and ivory products.

Some Hong Kong ivory retailers have been exposed by the media to be actively undermining the conservation efforts of
the Hong Kong government, international and local NGO communities, and a large segment of the Hong Kong public.
Since this exposure, three ivory traders Chinese Arts & Crafts (Hong Kong) Ltd, Wing On Department Store and Yue
Hwa Chinese Products Emporium have shown leadership in the industry and have all publicly renounced selling elephant
ivory. Numerous reports have shown that the existing legal market for elephant and mammoth ivory is being used to
launder ivory from poached elephants. Indeed, people around the world, who hold elephants dear to their hearts, depend
on the Hong Kong government to take a responsible stand.

In order to put a large dent in Chinese demand for ivory and ivory products and to effectively combat the illegal trade in
elephant ivory, we believe that there is no better time than now to enact an urgent, comprehensive and permanent ban
on all ivory sales in Hong Kong.

Countries around the world are taking action to support a ban on trade in ivory. For example, in March 2014 Chinese
basketball superstar Yao Ming delivered a petition to the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC)
asking China’s government to ban the sale of ivory. The United States government also recently announced prohibitions
on international and domestic trade in ivory. It is now time for the Hong Kong government to follow China's example in
starting the process to salvage its international reputation, and then go a step further than the American government's
recent effort to restrict ivory sales - by enacting an outright ivory sales ban on all forms of ivory.

The killing of elephants must be stopped and Hong Kong has a central role to play. Local extinctions of elephants are
already underway and scientists estimate that if current poaching rates continue unabated, key African elephant
populations could be wiped out within the next few years. No one needs ivory products, but we do need to save
elephants, one of the planet's most iconic and ecologically important animals, from wanton slaughter and extinction.

To stigmatize ivory consumption, reduce demand and improve enforcement efforts, our coalition is now calling
on the Hong Kong government to outlaw all ivory sales in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region.

Sincerely yours, Sincerely yours,
[
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Alex Hofford Sharon Kwok
Executive Director Executive Director
WildLifeRisk / Hong Kong for Elephants ACE Foundation / Hong Kong for Elephants
Hong Kong Hong Kong
T: +852 9635 7214 T: +852 9029 2008
E: alexhofford@gmail.com E: slkoschker@hotmail.com

(1) See CoP16 Doc. 53.2.2 (Rev. 1) ‘ETIS Report of TRAFFIC’ at http://cites.org/sites/default/files/eng/cop/16/doc/E-CoP 16-53-02-02.pdf; and SC64 Doc.2 ‘National Ivory
Action Plans’ at: http:/cites.org/sites/default/files/eng/com/sc/64/E-SC64-02.pdf
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